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When he entered the college coaching 

scene in 1966, he led Livingston Univer-
sity to its first Alabama Collegiate 
Conference championship and two con-
secutive ACC Tournament Champion-
ships. In 1969, he was named ACC Coach 
of the Year and in 1971 was again 
named ACC Coach of the Year, in addi-
tion to Alabama Small Colleges Coach 
of the Year and NAIA District 27 Coach 
of the Year. 

In 1992, after decades of hard work 
and commitment to teams, he became 
one of the first inductees in the Ala-
bama High School Sports Hall of Fame. 
One of his greatest honors was having a 
gymnasium named after him in 
Eufaula, where it served as the home to 
Eufaula’s youth basketball leagues for 
many years. He also established a Tri- 
State basketball tryout clinic where 
players came from Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, and Tennessee. As a result, 
more than 60 young athletes earned 
scholarships to play in college. 

Aside from teaching and coaching, 
Coach Powell was an avid outdoorsmen 
who loved to fish, hunt, and garden. He 
also served in his churches in both 
Eufaula and Livingston. He was a Sun-
day school teacher for more than 50 
years in addition to serving as a deacon 
and chairman of the board for more 
than 12 years. 

My wife, Louise, and I extend our sin-
cerest condolences to Coach Powell’s 
two sons, five grandchildren, seven 
great-grandchildren, and the entire ex-
tended community of athletes and fans 
on whom he made a positive impact. 
His legacy lives on in each of us.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING MORT PLUMB 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, the 
Ted Stevens Anchorage International 
Airport is buzzing with activity all 
year long. It connects our military 
posted in Alaska with their families in 
the Lower 48, welcomes business visi-
tors from around the world, and takes 
Alaskans to the Lower 48 for a weekend 
of cheering the Seahawks in Seattle, a 
shopping trip, or simply a break from 
the Alaskan winter. 

The Anchorage airport is the truly a 
crossroads for our friends in rural Alas-
ka coming and going from meetings 
and medical appointments in Anchor-
age. Its gates are places where Alas-
kans congregate—catching up with old 
friends or connecting with State legis-
lators and an occasional U.S. Senator. 

Look to the left as your plane pulls 
into the gate, and you see cargo planes 
from around the world. The Ted Ste-
vens Anchorage International Airport 
is our State’s premier transportation 
hub, a cargo hub of global renown. 

For most of my adult life, the An-
chorage airport was a pretty utili-
tarian place. The walls were tan, the 
gate and baggage claim signs had white 
lettering on a blue background. If you 
were picking up a rental car, you rolled 
your bag through the snow because 
most were parked outside. The return 
lot was outside too. But it worked. It 

was a place to come and go, not a place 
to linger. 

Mort Plumb had another vision. He 
foresaw the boom in tourism that 
would come to Alaska and believed 
that our State needed a gateway air-
port as beautiful and inspiring as the 
State itself. Mort was the father of to-
day’s Ted Stevens Anchorage Inter-
national Airport. A showplace for Na-
tive arts and crafts with huge picture 
windows and vistas of the Chugach 
mountain range that cause our visitors 
to wonder whether they really want to 
leave this unique place, a portal to the 
Great Land. 

Mort’s vision has paid off; 2018 could 
be a record year for tourism in Alaska, 
and seat capacity on out-of-state 
flights this year is up 5.6 percent. That 
translates into the opportunity for an 
additional 43,000 visitors to enjoy what 
Alaska has to offer. 

Sadly, in February, Mort passed 
away at the age of 74. Born in Pennsyl-
vania, he came to Alaska like many of 
our finest do: in the service of our 
country. He served 27 years in the Air 
Force, and we are indeed grateful that 
the Air Force chose to send Mort and 
his family to Elmendorf Air Force Base 
in Anchorage. As a colonel, Mort 
served as director of operations for the 
Alaskan Command, chief of staff for 
the 11th Air Force, and vice com-
mander for the 11th Air Force. He re-
tired from the Air Force in 1994. 

Mort’s retirement didn’t last long, as 
he was quickly recruited by Governor 
Tony Knowles to direct the Ted Ste-
vens Anchorage International Airport. 
He took that job in 1995 and remained 
until 2008. All told, he served under 
three Governors: Democrat Knowles 
and Republicans Frank Murkowski and 
Sarah Palin. Mort Plumb served with 
great distinction. 

After retiring from the airport, Mort 
was hardly done with his career. He 
took on new responsibilities as chief 
operating officer of the First National 
Bank of Alaska and continued to serve 
on a host of nonprofit boards. One of 
his favorites was the Fisher House of 
Alaska, which cares for military fam-
ily caregivers and veterans in town for 
medical appointments. Mort was active 
in the civilian and military community 
and was also an avid runner, golfer, 
and skier. He was a devoted husband, 
attending most every community event 
with his wife, Ann, by his side. He was 
also a loving father and doting grand-
father. 

To his family and friends, know that 
the legacy and service of Mort Plumb 
will long be remembered. We appre-
ciate our friend Mort, and we miss 
him.∑ 
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REMEMBERING GEORGE ELL 
∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the life of George Ell, a 
member of the Blackfeet Nation who is 
being remembered by his family, by his 
community, and by his Tribe. 

George was born and grew up on 
Livermore Creek near Browning, MT, 

fishing and exploring the mountains 
surrounding it. In the year 1890, not 
long after Montana was admitted to 
the Union, the U.S. Government forc-
ibly took him from his home at the age 
of 16. 

George was forced to board a train to 
Pennsylvania to attend Carlisle Indian 
Industrial School. He was turned away 
from his cultural practices, forced to 
cut his hair, and discard his traditional 
clothing. He was barred from speaking 
his language. 

George died under mysterious cir-
cumstances a little more than a year 
after he arrived in Pennsylvania—a for-
eign land for a 16-year-old boy. The 
government buried him in Carlisle. It 
took 128 years for George to rightfully 
return home to Montana, where he be-
longs, to be reburied. 

George’s ancestors laid him to rest 
recently on a bluff next to Flattop 
Mountain, where his family can mourn 
and our Nation can learn from this sad 
chapter of America’s history. 

I also want to recognize George’s 
family, including Dale Ell, Leon Chief 
Elk, Rhonda Boggs, and everyone in-
volved, who were relentless in their 
quest to bring George back home. 
Their efforts are not only admirable, 
but an essential part of the collective 
healing process. 

The Ell family is just one of many 
Native American families who were 
torn apart by this Nation’s horrendous 
assimilation policies and the boarding 
school era. It is my hope that, as his 
family lays George Ell to rest, we com-
mit ourselves to a brighter future—a 
future where we celebrate the first peo-
ple of this Nation, their culture, herit-
age, religion, and strength. It is imper-
ative that we learn from the story of 
Mr. Ell, so the next generation is edu-
cated about the suffering, so our kids 
and grandkids are inspired by his for-
titude and the resilience of so many 
other Native Americans. 

I rise today to honor those who were 
tested by cruelty; may their stories 
resonate in our history and spur us to-
ward a stronger tomorrow.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Cuccia, one of his 
secretaries. 
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:04 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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